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AP English Language (11th) Summer Reading Assignment 2020 

Welcome to AP English Language! 

In devising the following assignments for you to do this summer, I was determined to select readings and 

create assignments that would give you the flavor of what this course will be about—rhetoric and argument.  

(Don’t worry if you don’t know what “rhetoric” means; you are about to find out!)  Your time is valuable, so I 

wanted to ask you to do things that we will build upon throughout the course of the school year, and I wanted 

to make these assignments personal and meaningful for you.    

The purpose of these assignments is to introduce you to the art of rhetoric—to get you to not only understand 

the fundamentals but also apply them to your own writing.  This is your first assignment for the year and 

will count for 50 points. All work should be in MLA format, typed, 12-point font, Times New Roman, 

double spaced, with one-inch margins. Work for both assignments should be submitted on Its Learning at 

the end of the first full week of class—Friday, August 7 by 3:05 P.M. (If Its Learning is not available, 

please email both assignments to me.)  Be prepared to discuss the book and your editorial response when 

you return to school. 

Enjoy! 

Ms. Howell 

jahowell@rockdale.k12.ga.us   

 

Assignment #1:  Thank You for Arguing Application (30 points) 

What makes an argument work?  Jay Heinrichs’ book provides you with insights into 

the nuts and bolts of persuasion by building on a foundation of classic rhetoric but then 

linking it to the tricks of the great speakers of history as well as to pop culture.  You 

will be using Thank You for Arguing throughout the year as a reference text for your 

own argument writing and analyzing others’ argument strategies. 

1. Obtain a copy of Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and 

Homer Simpson Can Teach Us About the Art of Persuasion.  While the 

Fourth Edition by Jay Heinrichs (ISBN-13: 978-0593237380) is preferable, 

a used copy of the Third Edition (ISBN-13: 978-0804189934) is also acceptable.  If you have 

difficulty obtaining the book, please email me right away. 

2. You will read the introduction and chapters 1-13 (in 4th Ed. pgs. 1-150).  I suggest that you use an 

active reading strategy to understand what you are reading (e.g., annotate the book or answer the 

study guide questions). 

3. Once you have finished the reading, pick a one- to three-day time span when you are around other 

people.  (This can be members of your own family, your friends, co-workers, etc.  It can also 

encompass any conversations or texting that you do through any social media site.)  In this time, 

make informal notes about all the persuading you DO plus all the persuading that is done TO you. 

mailto:jahowell@rockdale.k12.ga.us
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4. Create a table or spreadsheet of these acts of persuasion.  If you are lost, use the appendices of 

Thank You for Arguing to assist you in the proper terminology for the persuasion technique.  You 

should pick a time span that affords many examples.  I will not give you a minimum number of 

chart entries because I do not want to encourage you to do the bare minimum.  I will say that you 

should be very thorough and detailed.  If you only have one page with a few entries, you are not 

paying enough attention to the language in your life. 

5. At the end, after the chart, include a works cited with bibliographic citation for Thank You for 

Arguing by Jay Heinrichs.  Any time that you have in-text citations, a works cited should follow. 

6. Turn in this chart and works cited to your teacher at the end of the first full week of school.  Late 

application charts will not be accepted.  You will be tested over the material in Chapters 1-13 

during the second week of school.  We fill finish the book in the first semester. 

Chart Requirements: 

I. The specific situation (who, what, where, when, and why). 

II. The type of persuasion—use the correct terms from Thank You for Arguing. 

III. Explain the rhetoric using evidence from Thank You for Arguing.  If you paraphrase Thank You for 

Arguing, you should include an in-text citation.  If you directly quote a piece of Thank You for 

Arguing, you should introduce the quote (I in ICE) and also add an in-text citation on the end. 

IV. At the end, include a complete 8th edition MLA bibliographic citation for Thank You for Arguing.  

Use a hanging indent. Please see OWL at Purdue for examples: https://tinyurl.com/y8nhea2y 

 

Example Chart Entry: 

Situation Type of Persuasion Explanation and Analysis of Persuasive Technique 

While I was at 

Smith’s in LA, the 

cashier asked me, 

“Would you like to 

donate a dollar to 

starving children?” 

Pathos—guilt; 

Commonplace; 

Deduction 

The idea of donating to a specific organization depends on 

the person donating having beliefs and values relating to 

personal responsibility to help starving kids, which is a 

commonplace (Heinrichs 107).  This cashier used 

deductive logic to reach the conclusion that I should help 

feed children because I share common beliefs and values 

about the well-being of children in our community 

(Heinrichs 140).  The cashier was appealing to my sense of 

pathos by subtly making me feel guilty if I did not 

recognize our shared values and beliefs and act on them 

(Heinrichs 40). 
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Grading Rubric for Assignment #1: Thank You for Arguing (TYFA) Application Assignment: 

 Student: Block: Date: 

Criteria Description of Expectations  Points Possible Points Earned 

Organization &  

Completeness 

Categories are clearly labeled.  All parts of the chart 

are filled out.  A thorough number of entries are 

included. The situation, strategies, and analysis are 

specific. The work reflects time and effort. 

10  

Citation & 

Evidence 

All paraphrases, direct quotations, and references to 

ideas from TYFA include in-text (parenthetical) 

citations.  An accurate 8th edition bibliographic 

citation for TYFA appears in the works cited.  The 

citation is correctly formatted. 

10  

Rhetorical 

Strategies 

Student demonstrates a thorough understanding of 

rhetorical strategies from TYFA.  These strategies 

and their application to daily persuasion are detailed 

and thoroughly analyzed.  The writing and 

explanation is insightful and high quality. 

10  

                                                                     TOTAL 30  

 

Optional: Study Guide Questions for Thank You for Arguing—Make sure that you consider the why and the 

how of the strategies. 

Introduction 

What does the quotation before the introduction mean? 

 

Chapter 1: Open Your Eyes 

Define “rhetoric.” 

Know the history of rhetorical study on pages 4-5. 

 

Chapter 2: Set Your Goals 

What is the difference between fighting and arguing? 

What does persuasion try to do? 

What is deliberative argument? (Hint: You’ll have to use context clues to build your definition.) 

Why should you only “concede a point that will not damage your case/argument irreparably? 

What are Cicero’s three goals for persuading people? 

How does “changing the mood” help your argument? 
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Chapter 3: Control the Tense 

What are the three types of issues established by Aristotle? 

Why is knowing these issues important?   

Why is it important to establish what core issue you are arguing about? 

How can changing the tense (past, present, future) help you be more successful? 

What is the purpose of forensic, demonstrative, and deliberative rhetoric? 

What type of rhetoric is “the rhetoric of choice”?  Why? 

 

Chapter 4: Soften Them Up 

What is argument by logic (logos), character (ethos), and emotion (pathos)? 

Why is concession the most powerful tool of logos? 

How does “align[ing] yourself with your listener’s pathos” help you in an argument? 

 

Chapter 5: Get Them to Like You 

What components make up decorum? 

Why must you change your decorum on your audience’s expectations? 

 

Chapter 6: Make Them Listen 

Identify and define the “Three essential qualities of persuasive ethos.” 

 

Chapter 7: Use Your Craft 

What is practical wisdom? 

Why is practical wisdom important to building one’s ethos? 

 

Chapter 8: Show You Care 

Why is ethos most important than any other aspect of rhetoric? 

 

Chapter 9: Control the Mood 

According to Aristotle, where do emotions come from?  Is this an accurate statement? Why? 

Why is a “detailed narrative” the best way to change the mood of your audience? 

Understand the statement: “When you argue emotionally, speak simply.”  

What is the problem with humor? 

What is unannounced emotion? 

 

Chapter 10: Turn the Volume Down 

Why is the passive voice so useful? 

How might you use the backfire technique in an argument? 

 

Chapter 11: Gain the High Ground 

Why must you keep the motivation of your audience in mind when trying to persuade them? 

What is “rhetorical commonplace?”  Explain. 
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Chapter 12: Persuade on Your Terms 

Understand definition/redefinition. 

Why must you as a “persuader” identify commonplace words? 

What tense is best when addressing values?  Why? 

 

Chapter 13:  Control the Argument 

What is a syllogism? 

What is an enthymeme? 

Know the difference between inductive and deductive logic. 

What key word easily identifies the proof in an argument? 

 

 

Assignment #2:  NY Times Analysis, Argument, and Text Connection Application (20 points) 

 

When will I ever use this stuff about rhetoric?  Right now!  A large part of your success in AP Language and 

Composition is based on your understanding of the world we live in, including current events and the latest 

trends in culture and entertainment.  A practiced student of rhetoric is also able to read between the lines to 

analyze how an author is using the tools of rhetoric to persuade the reader or listener.  Put the two tasks 

together by analyzing professional arguments* about content of your choosing using your newfound 

knowledge of rhetoric to detect the writer’s persuasive strategies.  This assignment is a part of the New York 

Times Summer Reading Contest (https://tinyurl.com/ydbpst7f).  

   

1. Log in to The New York Times. 

a. You are allowed ten free articles per month by the NY Times.  If you enter the NY Times   

through the Learning Network site (https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning), you will be able 

to access many more free articles. 

2. Start reading the New York Times!  See the last two pages for the New York Times Contest rules and 

details. 

3. Pick one Op-Ed article that is published on nytimes.com in 2020.  The content of this Op-Ed piece is 

entirely up to you (pick something you are interested in!) as long as the author’s writing makes an 

argument about the content.  

4. Create a 250 to 300-word response that evaluates the writer’s argument and includes your own 

argument about the article’s content.  This writing will be a blend of third person perspective (the 

analysis of the Op-Ed’s argument) and first-person perspective (your argument and connection to the 

content).  Your post should be thoughtful and insightful. 

*Note:  Professional arguments are found in the Op-Ed, or Opinion, section of an online/print newspaper  

(see https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion).  Make sure that you use a signed editorial (one with an 

author’s name) NOT one by the “Editorial Board.”  Also make sure that you are NOT using a “Letter to 

the Editor.”  

https://tinyurl.com/ydbpst7f
https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion
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5. Your response must be grammatically correct.  This response will be published and your post should 

be publication ready.  Please take the time to use https://www.grammarly.com/ to proofread your 

work.   

6. Submit your response to https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-contests with the “Title of the 

Op-Ed” as an entry to the contest.  

7. After posting your response on the Times Learning Network site, take a screenshot of your post (or 

more than one if needed to capture all of the post) and submit it on Its Learning.  

8. Your response must be posted to Its Learning by the last day of the first week of school. (Again, if Its 

Learning is not available, please send your work to my email.)  Late posts will not be accepted.   

 

Requirements for EACH Response Post: 

I. Identify the writer’s argument and one of the writer’s rhetorical strategies. 

II. Analyze the effect of the rhetorical strategy on the writer’s target audience.  This is where you 

should use your ICE skills (introduce evidence, cite evidence, explain the significance of the  

            evidence). 

III. Make an argument either supporting, qualifying, or refuting the writer’s argument with reasoning 

for your stance.  

IV. Make a text to self, text to text, or text to world connection with the content or argument of the 

article.  

 

Example Response from a former AP Lang student (selected as Runner Up in last year’s contest): 

“The Ideology of Hate and How to Fight It” 

As a child of immigrants, I can’t imagine who I would be without either part of my identity.  Not only do I have 

American and Chinese cultural practices and traits, but the very intersection of those two worlds is an identity 

in itself.  I am Chinese, I am American, and I am Chinese-American.  When anti-pluralists champion their cause 

of ethnic and racial segregation, they are asking me to ignore these fundamental parts of myself because I don’t 

look the way they do. 

But when has the desire for integration been the cause of violence and destruction?  In this article, David 

Brooks accuses anti-pluralists of being “pathologically drawn to death” because only death does not merge and 

change with the rest of the world.  He states that “a pure culture is a dead culture” (Brooks).  By comparing 

anti-pluralist ideology with death, he places startling emphasis on the exuberance and life of multiple 

intertwined cultures.  And I agree.  Being an amalgam is not something that is dirty or shameful.  It is only a 

natural product of the tumultuous, increasingly globalized world that we live in. 

So I’m a child born to two cultures.  So I live in a world where I can get Egyptian, Thai, and Italian delivered to 

my house in less than an hour.  So, it seems, all of our identities are shaped by the differences of those around 

us.  Some would call that a genocide of so-called pure culture.  I, and Brooks, would call it a new, beautiful 

culture brought to life.                                                                                                                                                          

(254 words/1,459 characters with spaces)    

https://www.grammarly.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-contests
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Grading Rubric for Assignment #2: NY Times Argument, Analysis, and Text Connection Application 

 

Name: Date: Period:  

20  Thorough 16  Average 13  Inadequate 7-0 Missing 

The article is thoroughly 

analyzed for an 

argument and one 

rhetorical strategy.  

Analysis is well-

developed.  Evidence is 

seamlessly embedded 

into your sentences and 

MLA cited.  Your 

argument is clear and 

well-reasoned.  

Thorough explanation 

connects your reasoning 

to your argument.  You 

connect with the article 

through one of the text 

connections.  Specific 

word choice is used 

effectively.  The writing 

has been effectively 

edited and revised. 

Your evaluation of the 

rhetorical strategy, 

argument, and analysis 

of the connection 

between is vague and/or 

unclear.  Analysis may 

sound more like 

summary than analysis.  

Evidence may be 

inadequate, clunkily 

embedded, or incorrectly 

cited.  The development 

of your argument is 

lacking and/or your 

reasoning may be vague, 

brief, and/or unclear.  

You attempt to connect 

with the article, but your 

text connection may be 

unclear.  Some vague or 

broad words and/or 

phrases are used.  The 

writing is mostly edited, 

but has a few errors. 

Your evaluation of the 

rhetorical strategy, 

argument, and analysis 

of the connection 

between is inadequate 

and/or missing.  

Summary and/or quoting 

replaces analysis.  

Evidence is not 

introduced, analyzed, 

cited, and/or is missing 

all together.  Your 

argument is unclear 

and/or missing.  The 

writing is surface level, 

brief, vague, incoherent, 

and/or not connected to 

the argument.  You do 

not engage with the 

article and/or 

engagement is 

inadequate.  The word 

choice is unclear, vague, 

and/or broad.  The 

writing needs editing.  

The rhetorical analysis, 

argument, and text 

connection is missing, 

incomplete, incoherent, 

or is not reflective of the 

instructions and grading 

rubric.  Your post is 

missing, and/or is not 

posted before the due 

date.  

Total Score: ______/ 20    

 

 

Please let me know if you are one of the lucky winners of the contest!        
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AP Language and Composition Summer Reading Assignment 2020 Goals: 

• Demonstrate your understanding of rhetorical texts, specifically TYFA and Op-Eds (Assignments #1 

and 2). 

• Demonstrate your ability to select and embed evidence in a sentence to support your analysis 

(Assignments #1 and 2). 

• Demonstrate your ability to apply the strategies of TYFA to your life and analyze the effects 

(Assignment #1). 

• Demonstrate your MLA in-text citation and works cited formatting knowledge and application 

(Assignment #1). 

• Demonstrate your ability to analyze an Op-Ed, evaluating the argument’s strategies and connecting 

them to yourself, other texts, and/or the world, and create your own argument applying the rhetorical 

strategies you learned from TYFA (Assignment #2). 

• Familiarize yourself with the types of assignments, content, and skills covered in AP Language & 

Composition. 

 

 

 
 

(These summer reading assignments are gratefully borrowed and modified with permission from Christine 

Engelbrecht and Margo Batha.) 


